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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 0371 1 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CU, CG, BE 

SUBJECT: CUBAN APPROACH TO BELGIAN AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW RE SHABA 
INCURSION 

REF: MOSCOW 4744 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTRY DIRECTOR OF AFRICAN AFFAIRS LEBRUN HAS GIVEN US 
SOME BACKGROUND TO CUBAN-BELGIAN CONTACT DESCRIBED REFTEL. 

2. BELGIAN AMBASSADOR IN ALGIERS HAD REPORTED THAT "CASTRO WANTED TO 
SEE HIM'" DURING HIS VISIT TO ALGERIA BEFORE GOING TO THE USSR. 

FOREIGN MINISTRY DID NOT ACCEPT THIS REPORT AT FACE VALUE BELIEVING 
THERE MUST BE SOME CONFUSION. WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER REQUESTED CONTAC 
T 

WAS AUTHORIZED BY FOREIGN MINISTRY OR NOT, BUT ANY CASE. IT DID 
NOT COME ABOUT. NEXT STEP IN MOSCOW WAS AS DESCRIBED REFTEL. 

3. LEBRUN GAVE US TWO COMMENTS BASED ON THIS EPISODE WHICH HE 
CAREFULLY QUALIFIED AS PERSONAL SPECULATION: 
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(A) CUBAN METHODS OF DIPLOMACY PUZZLE THE BELGIANS; AND 

(B) HE WONDERED WHETHER COINCIDENCE OF CASTRO AND PODGORNY 
VISITING AFRICA AT THE SAME TIME DID NOT INDICATE MORE COMPETITION 
BETWEEN CUBA AND THE USSR THAN COORDINATION. RENNER 
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